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“Socialism failed because it couldn’t tell the economic truth; 






























































































































































In every glass of water we drink, some of the water has already passed 
through fishes, tress, bacteria, worms in the soil, and many other 
organisms, including people… living systems cleanse water and make it 
fit, among other things, for human consumption.   
































































































































MARCH 12 - APRIL 2, 2010
Psychosustainium 
Slusser Gallery
UM School of Art & Design
2000 Bonisteel Blvd.
Ann Arbor, MI 48109
Opening Reception March 12, 6-9pm 
Closing Reception April 2, 6-9pm
Silvio’s Hydroponic Wall Garden 
Silvio’s Organic Pizza 
715 North University Avenue
Permanent Installation (On View Now)
Circular System VIII 
UM Graduate Studios 
1631 S. State St.
By Invite & Inquiry: alieber@umich.edu
Gallery Hours 






Actualizing Ecological Art 




If facts are the seeds that later produce knowledge and wisdom, then 
the emotions and the impressions of the senses are the fertile soil in 
which the seeds must grow.   –Rachel Carson 
 

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Tier II: The City 
Silvio’s Hydroponic Wall Garden 










































“The survival of my own ideas may not be as important as a condition I 




































































































































































































































Silvio’s Hydroponic Wall Garden 
 
Ashley L. Lieber, MFA Candidate 2010 
School of Art & Design, University of Michigan 
 
••• 
Living vegetation, 20 gallons of city water, full spectrum 
compact fluorescent light bulbs, liquid nutrient solution 
(compost tea), water pump, Food grade HDPE water reservoir, 
equestrian fence posts, plastic tubing and baskets, time 
 
Silvio’s Hydroponic Wall Garden is member to a body of work within  
The Sustainability Series, a set of three sculptural installations created as 
part of my Master of Fine Arts Thesis, at the University of Michigan.  The work 
within the series exemplifies creative inquiry on the visual and cultural 
meanings of sustainability.  I began by asking the questions: Where is 
sustainability? What does it look like? Who is practicing it? And why is it so 
important?  Here, in Silvio’s Hydroponic Wall Garden I have incorporated 
site-specific installation art with alternative urban agriculture, ecological 
design, water recycling and material re-purposing.    
 
This installation is a hybrid NFT (Nutrient Film Technology) and drip irrigation 
system, utilizing both new and old technologies.  The edible vegetation you 
see is being grown in recycling water that contains liquid organic nutrients.  
The edibles are clean, contained, and free of pests and contamination.  
The system uses very little energy, and is performing better than expected; 
producing high yields in half the time it takes to grow outdoors (and here 
we can grow year round).  
 
I was inspired to create this installation specifically for Silvio’s in light of what  
I see this establishment to be:  a hub for those who share a passion for 
wholesome, local and organic foods.  It is my aspiration that within this 
context, we come together to enjoy the harvests of this work, dream and 
create bright futures that reconnect us to nature within our urban 
environments, and progress in the dialogue about the vital link between 



































































































































Tier III: the gallery 
 
PSYCHOSUSTAINIUM 
































































































































































































































































































































































































Tier I: The Studio 
 
Eco-Art Harvest Event: A Simple Salad Social 
 





“Our bodies are our gardens,  





active participation of  the audience.   Key elements of happenings are planned, but  the 


































A Simple Salad Social 
An Eco-Art Harvest Event  
Friday, November 21st, 7PM-9PM 
Location: 
The Art & Design Graduate Studio of Ashley Lieber 
1631 S. State Street (Map Attached) 
Ann Arbor, MI 
What? 
70 
It's time to harvest!  Come experience my culinary art skills, 
enjoy delicious heirloom greens, drink organic blueberry green 
tea, be social, check out the project, and if you like I’ll teach 
you how to grow micro-greens in winter. 
Menu: 
Red Oak Leaf Lettuce Salad 
Dried cranberries, toasted walnuts & whole-grain mustard seed-
apple cider vinaigrette  
Purple Mesclun Salad 
Rosemary-garlic roasted Michigan potatoes & Michigan red wine 
vinaigrette 
About this Project: 
The ongoing studio project, which I have titled Circular System I, 
began with hydroponics experimentation and inquiry into local 
aquatic ecosystems.  The result: a convergence of a sustainable 
urban agricultural method and aquaculture (but we won’t eat the 
fish), demonstrating that in a healthy ecosystem, there is no 
waste!  By using a pump to flow nutrients from fish waste through 
plant roots, water in the system is purified while edible plants 
are grown.   The system consists of a 50-gallon tank, water from 
the Huron River, recycled 2-Liter bottles, soilless substrate, 
Michigan aquatic plants and fish, a grow lamp, and edible heirloom 
greens.  Circular System I allows food to be grown, even in 
winter, at little cost, improves air quality, while supplying a 
full spectrum of light.  The soft and continuous sound of flowing 
water and the fluid movement of fish swimming make for a tranquil 
and meditative environment; creating a symbiotic relationship 









































This Saturday, March 27th you're invited to A Simple Salad Social, an 'Eco-Art Harvest 
Event'. 
 
Come watch and taste as I harvest Circular System VIII and Clone Box II, edible sculptural 
works that are brimming with delectable exotic and heirloom greens.  
 
What:  A Series of Salads, Food & Wine Parings, Music & Conversation.  
 
When: 7PM - Till We Are Satisfied.    
 
Where: The Studio, located @ 1631 S. State Street, Ann Arbor  
 
RVSP requested, not required.  
 









































































Sense & Sustainability 
 
Sustainable: (adj.): 1. Capable of being sustained 2. a: of, relating to, or being a method 






“Environmental movements cannot prevail until they convince 
people that clean air and water, solar power, recycling and 
reforestation are best solutions for human needs at human 
scales- and not for impossibly distant planetary futures.” 
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